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FORE W A R D 


The Fourth Meeting of the Standing Committee of the Conference of 
Oriental Orthodox Churches took place at the Syrian Orthodox Patriarchate 
Damascus, Syria, from June 20 to June 23 , 1968 at the invitation of His 
Holiness Moran Mar Ignatius Yacob III, Patriarch of Antioch and All the 
East, The deliberations of the meetings went on smoothly as a result of 
the arrangements made in advance by a local committee consisting of His 
Grace Mar Malatius Barnaba (Chairman), Very Rev-Saliba Shamoon (Secretary) 
Slid others in consultation with the the General Secretariat* 

In additions to the programmes of the meeting, the host Church had 
kindly arranged interesting visits to places of religious and historical 
importance in both Damascus and Horns, 

>1 brief account of the meetings, the discussions and tentative con¬ 
clusions of the Conference in Damascus are given in the following pages. 
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AGENDA 

Thursday, 20th June 1968 

8:30 a«n« Opening Session 

(a) Prayer 

(b) Welcome frcn the host Church 

(c) Reply on behalf of the Committee 

(d) Roll call 

(e) Appointment of (i) Recording Secretary (ii) Drafting Committee 

(f) Adoption v.f Agenda 

(g) Presentation of General Secretary’s report and discussion thereon. 
11:00 a.rn# Second Session 

Further discussion on the work f the Standing Committee and the 
2 _>rcblen of getting cur Churches committed to the implementation 
of our common concern. 

3:30 P«n> Visit to His Holiness Moran Mar Ignatius Yacob III, 

Patriarch of Antioch and All the East. 

4:00 p«m, Third Session 

(a) Report on the question .f Easter date and discussion thereon 

(b) Report on Fasting and discussi, n thereon. 

6:00 p.m, Fourth Session 

(a) Report oil the Curriculum Committee’s work 

(b) Report on the Institute of Advanced Theological Studies. 

Friday a 21st June 1968 

8:30 a«n # Fifth Session 

(a) Report oil the publication if pamphlets by the various Churches 

(b) Report regarding the Armenian Church’s participation in the 
work of the Standing Committee, 

11:00 a,m« Sixth Session 

(a) Discussion on Cardinal Bea’s letter about mixed marriages 

(b) The problem of Christian presence in the Middle East. 
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3:30 P«m.« Seventh Session 

(a) Relations with other Churches 

(b) Nomination of a Consultant from C^O.O.C. to the Faith and 
Order Commission of the World Council of Churches. 

6:00 p.n, Eigktk geasio n 

(a) Reorganization f the General Secretariat 

(b) Finance and Budget 

(c) Date and venue of the fifth meeting of the Standing Committee. 

Saturday., 22nd June 1968 

8:00 a.m. Trip to Hems 

7:00 p*n. Participation in the inauguration of the Patriarchate 
Building. 

Sunday, 23rd June 1968 

9:00 a.m. The Holy Eucharist presided over by His Holiness the 
Patriarch. 

11:00 n f . Ninth and Closing Session 

(a) Adoption of resolutions of the StandingOComiadtlttee 

(b) Adoption of resolution cf thanks to the host Church 

2:30 P«n. Visit to the Greek Orthodox Monastery of St. Mary 
^- : 30 p.n« Closing worship and prayer, and departure from Damascus. 
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CONFERENCE OF ORIENTAL ORTHODOX CHURCHES 

j_ Q - ur fo. J 1 ee ^4 - n S the Standing Committee 

Syrian Patriarchate, Damascus 

June 20-23, 1968 
Brief* Notes on the Meeting 


Opening Session 

The fourth meeting of the Standing Committee of the Oriental Orthodox 
Churches wasepened with a solemn prayer by His trace Anba Athanasius of 
Beni-Scuef at the Patriarchate ,f the Syrian Orthodox Church, Damascus. 

Dr« K* C* Joseph ^.resided over the meeting* 

Sishcp Sevo-rius Zakka of Mosul welcomed the participants on behalf 
cf the host Church. His Grace Severius Zakka stated that it was a pleasure 
and a yrlrilege to welcome the participants in the name of His Holiness 
Moran Mar Ignatius Yacob III, Patriarch , f Antioch and All the East. He 
addressed the delegates as fellows: 

"Dear Brethren, 

■ # 

I have been given a great privilege and honour to welcome you all on 
benalf of His Holiness Moran Mar Ignatius Yacob III, the Patriarch of 
Antisch and nil the East, at this new building _.f the most ancient 

ratnarcaate ~n this auspicious .ccasion f the 4th Meeting of our Standing 

t tee • 


as you are all aware, Daraascus, the city ,f Saint Paul, has replaced 
Antioch, the ancient capital of Syria, and the headquarters f the Holy See 
of St. Peter was m^ved to Damascus in 1959 by H.H. the present Patriarch. 

Having you all here as representatives of the sister Oriental Orthodox 
Churoh.es, a bright page has been added to the hist ry ._f the Holy See of 

Antieoh, 

Brethren., at -i^-e in the history f the Christian Church has there 
been so deep and sincere 3 desire to gather the Christian denominate, ns 
together and develop a genuine understanding of the fact that all the 
Churches should fully Cooperate and unite eff. rts towards the one goal ,f 
serving the word of God as it is today. Since our Churches share the same 
faith and full Comnuni*n and have suffered together through the ages 


m 
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f*r the sake of keeping the faith .f eur Fathers pure and haly, it is due 
tine to awake now and Cooperate again Sv that Gur Churches nay flourish 
and grow frcn strength to strength* 

In our age it was the blessing of God that His Imperial Majesty Haile 
Selassie I called the Conference f the Heads .f cur Oriental Orthodox 
Churches in Addis -baba in 1965 to strenghten the links amongst then. 

We hope that through the meetings f the Standing Committee we will 
complete the desire of our Lord Jesus Christ that n all be w ne M and fulfil 
the recommendations of the Conference. 

May the almighty God bestvW His blessings upon us, and msry the guidance 
«f the Holy Spirit lead us through ,,ur meetings s as t. be . f fruitful 
service. 

Once again, brethren,I welcome you ,n behalf , f His Holiness the 
Patriarch and wish you a gomd and c mf rtable stay in Damascus, Thank you. 11 

Dr. K.C. Joseph, the Vice-Chairman ^.f the Standing Com it tee, on behalf 
^f the participants, expressed the gratitude f r the profound welcome exten¬ 
ded, He also steted that His Grace Anba Samuel, the Chairman f the Committee, 
c-uld not be present owing to busy engagements in Cairo in connection with 
the grand 19th centenary celebration ,.f St, Mark. Dr. K.C. Joseph remarked: 
n The Standing Committee should be a moving c nmittee and it should move with 
the work of the projects that we take up. We stand for a new look at uur 
life and tradition*. It is fv. r that 5is Imperial Majesty Haile Sellassie I 
brought many of us to Addis Ababa," 

me, Joseph als^. mentioned the lavish and 1 .ving support that the 
Ethiopian Church, is giving t cur work. He als. remarked that it would be 
good to have diifer^rt persons tv. chair the meetings at different sessions. 
Accordingly bisnup —tharasius f Beni-Souef, Bishop Theophilcs, Rev. Fr. 

Datev Sarkissiar., --mca Gebre Medhin and Dr, Getachew Haile were chosen to 
chair the difierert sessions in addition to the Vice-Chaimar. Fr, Joseph 
Vendrappilly, secretary of the Christian Education Curriculum Committee, 
was appointed tne nec^rding Secretary. 

The following were appointed to be a drafting committee: His Grace 
Theophilos Philipos (convenor). Rev, Fr. Sarkissian and Dr, Getachew Haile. 

The General Secretary, i^to Mikre Selassie, presented the draft agenda 
already circulated and invited alterati ns r additions. Some changes were 
made in the draft agenda accordingly, 

: ' I 
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Sec»Bd Session 

Presentation of the Annual Report 

The work was resumed under the chairmanship of Bishop of Athanasius 
of Beni-Souef. 

The Geral Secretary, Ato Mikre Selassie, gave an oral report on the 
work of the Secretariat during the past year. Among other things he said 
that it was an yesjr >^f experience and expectations. He could travel widely 
in the Middle ^ast and Europe, meet and consult all the supreme Heads of the 
Oriental Orthodox churches. Go^d hospitality and promises .f assistance 
were given by all of then. At the outset, that gave sene encouragement. 

\Sone tasks . f the secretariat at Addis Ababa were entrusted to branch offices 
.at Beirut, Cairo and Kottayan. Being a Profess.r in a theological seminary, 
he warked only as a part-tiae secretary. 

The past year was als^ a critical year t. the Secretariat, The enquiries 
| froB the secretariat were not responded to properly r in time by some member 
Churches. Hence some publications which were scheduled to be brought out 
this year Could not be done. The secretariat could get only U.S. 1655.00 
after he took charge. Financially it was a critical year. The General 
Secretary was forced to doubt whether all the member churches were really 
and fully concerned about this organisation. 

-fter the presentation f the report the following remarks were made 
on it by sene participants. 

His Grace Mar Theophil^s We are deeply grateful to the General Secretary 
for the great work done and the frank report f the statement of affairs. 

The situation is disappointing and frustrating. Five years ago we met in 
Addis ababa with great hopes. We thought a new age was beginning. But we 
have been duped in that hope. We have to sit and think aloud to discover 

ways and means. ,e have to think seriously .f the desirability of the 
Association* 

K,C> Jcse F h: The Churches by and large did not express their concern 
or witnessing t~ the Gospel. It is a great thing that the Oriental Churches 
did not have to ur.say anything in their doctrinal formulations. Put we 

d not always ~e —coking oack. We have to lock around and forward. We 
are the salt of the earth. We have to recapture the spirit of the Apostles. 
Really active cooperation of the Orthodox Churches is necessary. 
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Dr* Getachew remarked that we have to fester the idea cf co-o’.eraticn 
in the member churches. He expressed great regret at cur not getting d^wn 
to doing most of the work previously agreed upon. He suggested that we have 
to rethink our decisions* 


Fr * Sarkissian: We have not seriously taken the decisions of the past* 
Vo reaver the members of the Standing Committee are tied up with so many other 
activities of their dioceses. 


He suggested that the question should be taken up when the members cf 



the Standing Committee met the Heads of the Churches at Cairo and Uppsala* 
After a long discussion a resolution was passed to this effect* (See 
Resolution No* 1). 

Visit to His Holiness the Patriarch 

At 3:^5 p.n. His Holiness Moran Mar Ignatius Yacob III, Patriarch of 
Antioch and All the East, graciously granted the delegates an audience. His 
Grace Bishop Athanasius welcomed His Holiness on behalf of the Standing 
Committee* He remarked that at Addis Ababa people looked forward with great 
expectations and hopes for a strong revival in cur Churches in the near 
future* We have now net under the i'oof of the Patriarchate of the Syrian 
Orthodox Church to seek further ways of reaching cur goals* The Head of this 
Church is highly competent to give us leadership. 

His Holiness the Patriarch 1 s Address 

n V/e are very glad to see you in our Patriarchate. We are very happy 
that you accepted our invitation and cane to stay here for a few days* 

You know very well that cur Church is tho ttvi rt ancient one and is considered 
to be the first church established. But due to some calamities we lost much 
in the past centuries. Our desire wav to see all the Oriental Orthodox 
Churches gathering together and studying their common problems so that they 
may come to a good understanding* After our installation as Patriarch we 
sent two Metropolitans to Addis Ababa to meet His Imperial Majesty the 
Emperor to convey to him our best wishes and a letter requesting His Imperial 
Majesty to invite the leaders of our ancient churches to Addis Ababa* Due to 
some reasons cr other it was postponed for some years and later, as you know, 
we met at Addis Ababa in the year 1965 and thus our desire was fulfilled* 

The Christendom considered it as an event of history. We thank God that our 
name and fane is spread everywhere and we hope in future we will have good 
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fruits from this meeting. Such meetings are accessary and we must study 
well the problems of our churches sc that we may succeed in the future# 

Now we thank you for coming here and pray for God ! s blessings and prosperity 
upon your deliberations. u 

After His Holiness 1 s speech, His Grace Mar Theophilos brought to the 
kind notice of His Holiness the sad state of affairs pointed out in the 
report of the General Secretary, His Grace said that many things have been 
left undone as the promised quotas of contributions have not been received 
by the Secretariat. His Grace appealed to His Holiness to give seme thought 
to this matter when the Heads of the Churches met at Cairo some time next 
week. His Holiness promised his hearty support and assured the members 
that he would take up the matter with the Heads of the Churches when he met 
them at Cairo# 

Third Session 

1. Annual Report (continued) 

The subject discussed in the Second Session was continued under the 
Chairmanship of His Grace Mar fheophilos# Much time was spent on considering 
how the member churches could be made more aware of the need of the C.0#0#C* 

The report of the General Secretary was accepted and he was warmly 
♦ongratulated for the splendid jvork carried out in spite of great financial 
strain and difficulties# It was resolved that the General Secretary be asked 
to present his report in writing in the future, (See Resolution No.2), 

2 # Easter Date 

The preliminary study book-let on the Date of Easter a*J Calendar 
Revision, prepared by Rev. Fr, Paul Verghese, was distributed to the members. 
After over-night study of the subject, the matter was discussed and the meet¬ 
ing decided to circulate the proposals among the member churches for further 
study and discussion# (See Resolution No, 3)* 

3# The Question of Fasting 

A report v/as orally presented by His Grace Bishop Athanasius of Beni- 
Souef on the question of fasting# It was noted that only the Coptics and 
the Ethiopian Churches had responded to the qtie&tien-iii-re- forwarded to all 
the churches, and that this report was based on the answers received from 
these two churches. He mentioned that it was too difficult at this stage 
to make changes or modifications in the observances and practices of Jfasting 
now prevailing in these 'two churches. It was .pointed out that^same 
churches had already effected certain modifications in the 
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Observance of fasting* In the light of the discussion, His Grace Anba 
tthanasius was requested to continue the work and produce a final report in 
jfhe next meeting embodying not only details of the existing practices in 
fasting but also suggestions for modifications to make liturgical life more 
meaningful in order to carry our young folk also with us* (See Resolution 
No* **■)• 

Fourth Session 

1 # Curriculum Committee ! s Work 

The working of the Curriculum Committee was taken up under the chairman¬ 
ship of Rev* Fr* Datev Sarkissian* Fr* Joseph Vendrappilly, Secretary of the 
Curriculum Committee, presented the printed copies of the report of the last 

Curriculum Consultation which was held at Antelias* The book, which was 
| 7 


i 


edited by Fr. Paul Verghese, was accepted with gratitude and referred to the 
Committee for further implementation. Dr. K.C. Joseph suggested that the 





Curriculum must be such as to inculcate a sensitivity in the children to 
human needs around them, like poverty, illness, illiteracy, etc* Church 
history must not be the history of controversies but the history of what 
God has done and is doing in the history of man* (See Resolution No* 5) 

2* Institute of Advanced Theological Studies 


The question of the Institute of Advanced Theological Studies came up 
| for discussion* Rev* V*C* Samuel had been entrusted with this task* As he 
1 could not be present he had sent a letter to the General Secretary* The 

relarant passages in the letter were re^d in the meeting* He inquired whether 
I the Committee members would reconsider their decision concerning the location 
1 of the proposed Institute of Advanced Theological Studies, in view of the 
| recent orisifi in the Middle-East* Dr* K.C* Joseph said that we heave five 

theological colleges and we should find out whether the Institute for Advanced 
Theological Studies could be located in any one of these Theological Colleges 
in such a way os to give it a standing in university circles.* Fr. Sarkissian 
asked whether co-o eration with the recently formed "Association for Theolo¬ 
gical Education in the Near East” would be possible* It was also suggested 
that Haile Sellassie I University (The Theological College) should be considered 

t’S: 

ns a possible centre for the Institute* The General Secretary made mention 
of the letter that he received from the Secretary of the Association of 
Theological Education in the Near East* (See Resolution No* 6)* 
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Fifth Session 


1 • Publication of Pamphlets 

Abba Gebre Medhin preaided over the Session. The report on the 
publication of pamphlets by the various churches came up for discussion.' 

On this issue it was reported on behalf of Fr. Mesrob Ashjian, who was 

entrusted with the publication of the pamphlet concerning the history „f 

our churches, that he _ ., 

g on lt and a Progress report will be sent 

I “ e Ge " eral Secretar y ^ <•» tt~. It was also reported that the 

pamphlet by His Gr.ee Mar Athanasius Ephrea concerning the liturgical life 
was also getting ready. 

His Grace Mar Theophilos explained what had happened in the Orthodox 
Church of India. At a recent meeting of the Synod, a new book of daily 
prayer for laity was circulated for careful study. 

-o report regarding the progress in the work related to the 
publication of the pamphlets concerning ( 1 ) monastic life in our churches, 

( 2 ) our existing theological education, ( 3 ) our present practice on 

Christian education, (4) Directory of our churches, and ( 5 ) the social and 
evangelistic work in our churches. 

Fr * " arkissian wanted that the pamphlets to be published by the churches 
should contain what was happening in the member churches. 

The report on our present practice of Christian education which was 
presented t..e Standing Committee i& the form of Appendix I in the Report 
of the Editorial and Training Committee was accepted. It was then resolved 

°" to - ' Cj - a duplication, it should be referred to the Secretary 
of the Curriculum and Training Committee, Fr. Joseph Vendrappilly, for 
further action. 

During the last conference Dr. Getachew was entrusted with the work 
of nominating somebody to bring out a pamphlet on the social and evangelis¬ 
tic w»rk m our cnurches. But as no nomination has been made so far, 

Fr, Gebre -.ec-.m -ecre Yohannes was requested to take up that work, 

(See Resolution No« 7)* 

On the question of briagicg out a Directory the General Secretary 
brought three things to the notice of the Committee. He said that if the 

„ 1S t0 te eflectlTely done scEsbody should travel to gather information 
churches and mere must be responsible committees in the various 
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churches to respond properly to enquiries and a fund has to be found for 
these. He said that heads of the Churches should be requested to appoint 
■ a responsible body for this in each churfk. At this juncture Rev, Fr, 

| Sarkissian described what he had done in his church to bring out a Directory 
| of the Armenian His Grace Anba Athanasius was requested to draft 

j a letter to be sent to the Heads of the Churches in this connection. (See 
Resolution No. 7 & also No. 1). 

2 * The Armenian Church*s Participation 

Then came the question of the report regarding the Armenian Church's 
participation in the work of the Standing Committee. It was suggested that 
the committee should not go into internal affairs of the church. But at the 

5 cl 1210 "fc 11210 "til © C 01212211 "t ”t 0 0 0 y* 0 o o *?4“o a. • 

expressed its great concern in the matter and 

suggested that it should be a matter for prayer. 

Sixth Session 

It Mixed Marriages 

In this session the work was resumed under the chairmanship of His 
Urace Anba Athanasius. The letter of Cardinal A. Bea dated February 22, 1 9 6 7 
addressed to the Heads of the Churches, and referred by the Ethiopian 

Orthodox Church to the Standing Committee, was taken *, for discussion. The 

entire letter was read in the Committee by Dr. Getachew. 

"Tour Holiness, 

u . ° ne ° f the canonical rules of the Holy Roman Catholic Church, from 
w ich or.ny tr.e holy See could dispense, rendered invalid the marriage of a 
Roman Catholic which was not celebrated by a Catholic priest. This law 

u.iple-sant consequences m the case of marriage between a Catholic 
an a memoir of Orthodox Church. Since marriages of this kind were 

becoming more numerous the Second Vatican Council decided to .hangethis 
law^ o fa* as it afiected Oriental Catholics marrying an Orth, 3ox, After 
years of experience, it has become apparent that even this decision 
caused grave difficulties in that it established a different canonical 
situation for oriental and western Catholics on this point, at the very 

1016 Wh6n th±S typ ® ° f aarria se was increasing in the west, where more and 
more Orthodox faithful are taking up residence. 

, AS 3 reSUlt ’ the 5ol y Father, Pope Paul VI, taking into consideration 

6 aCt that Catholics ^.d Orthodox alike firmly believe that marriage is a 
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sacrament instituted by Chri'«5t n^-r. « „ • 

y onrxst, Our Saviour, has taken the following 

decision. For the future, when a r^v^-i 

’ Wne “ a Cathollc marries an Orthodox, the ma*±i c * e 
is valid, as long as it iq ® 

. r ‘ celebrated before a Sacred Minister, whether this 

minister is a Catholic priest nn an rwv, •, 

priest or an Orthodox priest. Evidently, the conn !a 

must fulfil the other prescriptions nf i 7 pl 

escri Ptions of law, and the general rule that a 
member of the Catholic Church must hd v * t 

priest. However, as has X bee e b * , °” “ Catb °^ 

observed no longer renders the ^ ^ thlS rUle may not be 

celebrated before an Orl dorl "^ T" “* « i= 

ordained that in cases of ’ Z FUrther " 0 -■ «>• H.J, Father has also 

marriages between Catholic and 

Catholic bishop can despense his own faithful free L 

he can aii °- £ “ 
the hepe that through fraternal .onto”*^ llZlT^T “ 

Through these new canonical . . . 

these marriages, which in the past havTof^’b»I thT rSther ‘ h0t 

between Catholics and Orthodox will „ , occasion of strife 

— « - -P- -t collaho'alior «” ^ — 

bishops can develop in a sbirit r llC blshops and °*thodox 

the concrete application cf t l e "" di T b »‘ b »«>■ regard to 

op,.,,, - tnese disposition and with reo-,^ * 

search for a satisf;ctorv ooi *• regard to the 

«ause for difficulty in this maUer.' 0 ° th8r Pr ° bl6mS Which Sti11 are ° 

OF this H^rwMch^uTb™ ."ubTiTr 6 " ^ C °” tentS ^ thb S Firit 

8° into effect on March 2 5 l 9 67 t ^ 25th will 

Blessed Virgin Mary. ’ fet,St ° f ‘ he A ””onciaticn of the 

4 copy of the official Latin text of th. a 

Wth the expression of oy re-re-tf t ! ^ i0lned b ° ‘ hie letta f. 

lesus, our Uw, p renaini ^ ZlTs ^ ^ ^ ^ 


lours very sincerely, 


A # Bea, ?f 











Dx% Joseph described the difficulties in making a pronouncement in the 

[matter* The change in the Roman Catholic system was recorded with sxjecial 

interest# A Committee consisting of Dr. K*C. Joseph, Fr* Sorkissian and 

' Dr# Oetachew was asked to discuss the question further and Dr. Joseph was 

asked to draft a letter conveying the concern of the Standing Committee, to 

be handed over to the Heads of the Oriental Orthodox 1 Churches. The letter 

drafted by Dr. K.C. Joseph was discussed and approved by the Standing 

Qommittee# (See the letter in the form of Resolution No* 8 # ) 

«* 

} 

2 f > Christian Presence in the Middle-East 

After this the question of a Christian presence in the Middle-East came 
up for consideration# Dr# Joseph spoke about the situation in the Middle- 
East end about the problem of making more effective the Christian presence 
in the area* The following is the note presented by him in the meeting f 


!t MIDDLE EAST working party 

The Staff of the Ecumenical Centre, Geneva, have special working parties 
to study the problems of the Christian Church in the various areas of the 
woyld# These working parties meet twiee a year along with representatives 
of other Christian Organizations like the World Student Christian Federation, 
World YMCA, Y..C-- m world Council of Christian Education, etc# At the last 
meeting in May 1968 of the Middle East Working Party several problems affecting 
the Church in the Middle East, especially at this time cf continuing crisis 
in that area^ were discussed. It was agreed that special attention should 
be paid immediately to one urgent concern which is set. forth hereunder. 

The Middue oast Working Party was very much concerned about the problem 
of making more effective the Christian presence in the tragic circumstances 
of £he Middle _ast# The strengthening of the Christian witness of the native 
Christian population in the area is an ecumenical concern of the greatest 
importance, 

The Christian population there, which have relations with the World. 
Council of Churches, form three different groups: the Protestant groups 
represented by the hear East Council of Churches, the Eastern Orthodox 
Groups in communion with Constantinople, and the Oriental Orthodox Groups 
which are further subdivided on ethnical lines. 

These three, almost mutually exclusive, groups have to be brought into 


9 > 
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I 

| closer fellowship and mere living communication with one another if they 
Ire to make the Christian presence in the Middle East real and tangible* 

I The question is where do we begin* In this connection there was a 
suggestion that the representatives of the Orthodox Churches who are going 
Ito meet in Geneva in June might be requested to think of this question. Go 
Inight also the representatives of the Oriental^Orthodox Churches, scheduled 
■to meet in Damascus towards the end of June, be requested to consider this 
■problem. 

The most important practical suggestion, however, was that all the repre¬ 
sentatives of the Churches of the Middle East who come to Uppsala should be 
I brought together at a special meeting and that the problems discussed at the 
I Middle East Working Farty should be discussed at that meeting. That might be 
a first step in the process cf getting the Churches of the area to take 
further action to establish a more living fellowship among themselves, and to 
organise the struct ures needed to foster it." 

He said that the war between the Arabs and Israel should be the concern 
of the Christiarfe also. Many Christians are leaving the Middle East. We have 
to look more seriously into the problem. We have to think of our fore-fathers. 
They did not flee from difficulties. They fac«d them in a Christian way. 

That is how we have to witness to Christ among others. We seem to be always 
on the defensive. We are a minority but we should be the salt of the earth. 

He also quoted Dr, hlake ! s reference to the Middle East situation in which he 
explained that the Missionary Organizations wanted not an Armenian or a 
Protestant presence cut a Christian presence there. It is a pity that even 
at the Holy Sepulchre things are happening that cannot glorify God. He 
concluded that the Christian presence should stand for the purpose of God in 
the Middle East. 

Then the general Secretary added that the lack of social awareness on the 
part of the Orthodox Church is the greatest problem. A resolution was passed 
to this effect, (See Resolution No,9)# 

Seventh Session 

^ * Relations with Other Churches 

Dr, Getachew Haile was on the chair during this session. The question of 
Relations with other Churches came up for discussion. The Chairman asked 
the General Secretary to explain what had been done so far. The General 
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Secretary reported that except his little correspondence with "Syndesmos" 
(World Organization of Orthodox Youth Movements), the "Association of 
Theological Education in the Near East", the W.C.C. and the A.A.C.C., 
nothing fundamental had heen done* Work of this type, he added, had heen 
entrusted to the Cairo branch office. His Grace Mar Theophilos explained 
what had taken place in Bristol in the unofficial dialogue between the 
theologians of the Eastern and Oriental Orthodox Churches. Ato Mikre Selassi* 
remarked that the consensus of opinion at the Bristol meeting was that the 
difforences between these groups of churches were not so much in their 
doctrinal positions but in the terminology used by them. He added that the 
unofficial dialogue between the theologians of the Chalcedonian and Oriental 
Orthodox Churches, started at Aurhus (Denmark), was continued during the 
Bristol Faith and Order Conference, Again,.tin Heraklion, during the Central 
Committee meeting the contacts were resumed. Furthermore, it was reported 
that in the recent 'Pan-Orthodox Conference in Che«fce«y , -near Geneva, a forna 1 
deeialca had been taken by the Chalcedonian Orthodox Churches to start 
official conversation with our Churches, 

As a result of these discussions and in view of the recent developments, 
it was resolved that a consultation be organized for the theologians and 
scholars of our churches to study the nature of such an official dialogue and 
the issues it involved before commencing the official consultation with the 
Chalcedonian Orthodox Churches. (See Resolution No. 10). 

14 °”° °t.*er tnings tne question of proselytisation came up for discussion 
It was reported that the Roman Catholic Church would be prepared to issue 
prohibitory orders against proselytisation if specific instances were 
quoted. . ooseph reported that this was discussed in Rome in a consultation 
and he was autnorized to inform this to the Standing Committee. Bishop Mar 
Theophilos reported a similar instance that happened in Kerals. 

2 * Represent ative on the Faith & Order Commission 

The General Secretary reported that the Faith and Order Commission had 
’ted the C.w._.tu appoint a liaison officer to the Commission with the 
s of a research consultant. The duties of the person will consist 
■ ttending t,.e ~-o—Lj-ssion Meetings, keeping in touch with its work, 

receiving Faith and order materials and sending back to it relevant material 
and information. 

While considering the nomination to the Faith and Order Commission of 
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[the W#C.C# three names were put forth - Rev. Fr. Paul Verghese, Archbishop 
I Gregorius of Baghdad and Bishop Gregorius of Cairo. It was suggested that 
I it would be taken up in the next session so that the members could get 
! sufficient time to think of the most suitable choice. 

Later this question was again discussed# As it was expressed by some 
members t. at we should try to present new figures in the international forum# 
His Grace Anba Gregorius of Cairo was elected to represent the Standing 
Committee in the Faith and Order Commission# (See Resolution No# 11). 

Eighth Session 

1. Reorganization of the Secretariat 

was the budget session and His Grace Mar Theophilos was on the 
chair# Hong with it also came the question of reorganizing the secretariat# 
Everybc-dyywas taken by surprise when the General Secretary made the announce¬ 
ment of resignation as he intended to go abroad for higher studies# But he 
was kind enough to agree to continue in office up to June I969# The Chairman, 
together with the members of the Standing Committee residing in Addis Ababa, 
was authorized to ±ind out a successor to Ato Mikre Selassie in the post of 
the General Secretary# (See Resolution No. 12). 

2# Budget and Finance 

The question of the budget for the next year (i.e# July 1968-June I969) 
came up for discussion# The General Secretary again referred to the 
financial strain experienced by him in the last budget year, and requested 
that a committee oe appointed to draft a budget for the next year (1968- T 69)# 
Accordingly a committee consisting of His Grace Mar Theophilos (Convenor), 

His Grace Anba ,-tnanasius and the General Secretary was appointed to prepare 
and present a budget for the general secretariat. (See the budget as item 1 
^3? ^ ® in the Resolutions)# 

In the course cf the long discussions, the representatives of the 
Ethiopian Orthodox Church expressed their strong objections to the unduly 
disproportionate a^ota 01 contribution allocated to the Ethiopian Church# 

Dr# Getachew expressed his doubt, in the light of the past experience, 
whether e/en t^e smaller quotas of other churches would be paid# When all 
the members promised to do their best to have the quotas of their churches 
fully paid in time, tne delegates, of the Ethiopian Orthodox Church agreed 
to the draft budget presented#. And it was passed# (See Resolution 13)# 
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While discussiing the budget and the ■ accounts, members suggested that 
lereafter, all the accounts of the General Secretariat and the Branch Offices 
should be audited and presented to the Standing Committee. The auditing might 
se done by the members of the Standing Committee resident in the area, (See 
iResjlution No. 14). 

■ Jl 

3. an ^ Venice of the fifth Meeting of the Standing Committee 

When the issue of the next meeting of the Standing Committee arose, on 
I behalf of the Syrian Orthodox Church of India, Bishop Theophilos extended an 
invitation to hold the meeting at Kottayam. The Standing Committee expressed 
its profound thanks for the kind invitation. But due to the heavy involvement 
of expenses for travel, it was fixed for Cairo, subject to an official invita¬ 
tion from the Coptic Church. (See Resolution 15)# 

On the third day of the Conference, the delegates took part in a pilgrimage 
to the Church of the Girdle of St. Mary at Homs and in the inauguration of the 
new wing of the Patriarchate building in Damascus. 

On Sunday, 23rd June 1968, all the delegates participated in the Holy 
Eucharist celebration by His Holiness Moran Mar Ignatius Yacob III, the 
Patriarch, at the Cathedral. 


Ninth Session 

Adoption of Resolutions 

On the chair was His Grace Mar Theophilos 

1. A resolution was passed, expressing the deep gratitude to Rev. Fr. 
Paul Verghese for the book-let on Easter date and Calendar Revision and 
commending the proposals for careful dissemination among the people. (See 
Resolution No. 3)* 

2.. The delegates expressed their deep sense of gratitude to His Holiness 
Moran Mar Ignatius Yacob III, the Syrian Orthodox Church and the organizing 
committee for their generous hospitality and the wonderful arrangements for 
the successful holding of the conference. (See Resolution No. 17)* 

All the resolutions of the conference were read and passed. 

The Fourth Meeting of the Standing Committee concluded with prayer, 
expression of gratitude, and dedicating all of us to God T s care and work. 








5'ESOLUTI 0 n s 


1* Implementation of Resolutions by the Member Churches 

In riew of the fact that most of the resolutions adopted during the 
I previous meetings of the Standing Committee were not implemented, 

(a) We urge that the Standing Committee members be more concerned about 
and committed to these decisions and by means deemed Brittle to them, assure 
their implementation* 

(b) A letter be addressed to the respective Heads of the member churches 
expressing the concern of the Sending Committee that «ome of the decisions 
have not so far been properly implemented and inviting deeper commitment for 
the.greater participation in the proceedings and in the implementation of the 
various decisions. His Grace Bishop Athanasius of Beni-Souef was asked to dra: 
the letter to be presented to the plenary session. 

(c) It Wus further resolved that a sub-committee should visit the Heads 
of the member churches for the same purpose and submit the letter mentioned in 

(1 b) above to them. The following persons were suggested to form the Committe, 

His Grace Bishop Severius Zakka 

Theophilos Philippos (Convenor) 
n Kerekin Sarkissian 
Dr* Getachew Haile 
Pev. K* C* Joseph 
xhe General Secretary 

(d) Tne foilwing is the text of the letter drafted by H.G. Bishop 

AthanasiusCVtO.aadapproved by the Standing Committee to be submitted to the 
Heads of the Churches. 

L e tter to tne __ -eads of the Memb er-Churches from the Standing Committee 
To: His Holiness 


!! 

II 


From. The Standing Committee of the Conference of 
Oriental Orthodox Churches, 
lour Holiness, 

Permit us to o::er our filial regards and to request Your Holiness's 
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(blessings on us all in the name oi the Holy Trinity and of the Virgin Mother 
I The Standing Committee at its fourth meeting in June 1968 at the Syrian' 
[Orthodox Patriarchate, Damascus, considered the „ork of the General Secretary 

during the past year and the present situation and decided to present to the 
Heads of our Churches certain grave concerns:- 

1. The original expectation was that the office of the General Secretar 

in Addis Ababa and the Branch Offices would hare been firmly established by t 

present time. Unfortunately that has not happened. The General Secretariat 

was obliged to drop all staff for lack of funds and the General Secretary 

himself had to carry on this work depending on his own privite resources 

The Branch Offices in Cairo, Beirut and Kottayam have not been much better 

off, 

2. Cense,uently most of the publications that had been decided upon cou 
not be brought out, 

3* travels by the General Sempet^rr anr T , A.- h 

. . 7 and other persons responsible for 

fact-finding missions could not be undertaken. 

, 4 * The r " nk and flle ° f ° Ur V:rious lurches have so far not been made 

fully aware of the common thinking thot has been initiated by tbe Heads of 
our Churches. , 

bee f\-> The Central admlnl6trE 'ti°ns of oar various Churches have not so far 

“ *° fUlm their finan ° ial in supporting 

any f ced programme of work envisaged by the Standing Committee. 

The Standing Committee, therefore, places before the Heads of our 
“ rl " re > Eres < i ”thti°n Of the present situation in order to 

entrusted t^rel ^ ^ th ® * a * rying °*t of the duties they themselves 

Stl c ag ° 40 the Standing I" practical terms the 

request rour “ *• — -—-- 

ing °- e FerS ° n ^ ^ ln SPeCial ° hSrge ° f 311 " att<irS - 

and see that repli^-^ • ^ Comrauni cations with the General Secretary 

Secretari#. „ ! “ qUlrieS fr ° m ^ Ga — 1 S —tary the Branch 

IT Makt " 3 re8SOMble «" *«« receipt^such in,uiries. 

of the Stand' „T " . ^ request ed financial contributions to the budget 

before the rtldl.'TlTt T t^ ^ appr ° prlate 

1 “ f the bud 6 et year at the latest. 
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With most respectful inquiries regarding Your Holiness’s health, and 
praying for apostolic blessings, we remain, 

Your Holiness's humble *hildren, 

The Standing Committee 

—^• rcu ^ a ^^- on of the General Secretary T s Annual Report 

The oral report of the General Secretary was accepted with appreciate 
The Standing Committee expressed its gratitude to the General •wretary fo: 
his efforts to carry out his duties in spite of all the difficulties he 
faced and requested the General Secretary to circulate his report in writir 
It was also agreed that hereafter the report of the General Secretary shoul 

be circulated to members before the meetiing of the Standing Committee at 
which it is to be considered* 

3* Calendar Revision 

The preliminary study of the Rev. Fr. Paul Verghese on the Pete of 

E aster and Calendar Revision in the Ort h odox Churches was received with gre 

interest and gratitude. Considering the fact that it raised very important 

issues and contained far-Veaohing practical proposals, it was commended to 

hes for careful consideration and proper discussion* It was 

suggested also that its contents be presented to the members of our respect- 

= urches in simple language for information in view of promoting serious 
discussions* 


4 ; °° the work Connected w ith the Question of Fasting 

M h ~ ec '" ra LO tne question of fasting, it was resolved that His Grace 

r °* A anaS1US b ® asked to continue the work and present a fuller writter 
to ne l'r- -tending Committee with special suggestions with regard 

developments already undertaken by the various member church 

% the Work of the Cu r riculum and Training Committee 

in thiTf RSPOrt ° f W ° rk ° f the Curriculum a nd Training Committee, presen 

gratitude 0 ™ f a , fc °° k ’ ^ PaUl Ve ^ h -e, was accepted with 

necessary ^ reierred back to the Committee for further serious study and 
necessary imple Een tation. 












6 * Institute of Advanced Theological Studies 


The Rev. Dr*; V.C. Samuel, in a letter addressed to the General Secretary, 
had inquired whether the Committee members would reconsider their decision 
^ concerning the location of the proposed Institute of Advanced Theological 
Studies# It was resolved that the Committee responsible for organisation 
■Ni of the above-mentioned Institute take up the matter seriously together with 
hil the following suggestions: 

"(a) To see if co-operation is possible with the recently formed "Associa#- 
tion of Theological Education in the Near East#" (A.T»E.N.E*)# 

(b) To co;fti*ler Haile Sellassie I University (Theological College) as 
^ a possible centre for the Institute (where competent scholars could be 

grouped as staff members) together with Cairo, the already suggested centre. 

s 


- 

- 

: 

- 

: 

: 

: 


7« Publication of Pamphlets 

(a) Abba Gebre Medhin Gebre Yohannes should produce the pamphlet on the 
social and evangelistic work in our Churches. 

(b) A time-limit should be set up by the General Secretary in consul¬ 
tation with the concerned persons. 

(c) Progress reports should be sent to the General Secretary and circu¬ 
lated among the member churches every three months. 

(d) The churches should appoint special committees to discuss the basic 
issues to facilitate the work of the editors with the contructive proposals 
that may result from the discussions in these committees# 

8 • Resolution Regarding the Roman Catholic 
Church*^ Letter about Mixed Marriages 

The Standing Committee of the Conference of Oriental Orthodox Churches, 
at its fourth meeting in June 1968 at the Syrian Orthodox Patriarchate, 
Damascus, considered the communication dated February 22, 19&7 from His 
Eminence Cardinal A.Bea concerning the Roman Catholio^Church 1 s recent action 
regarding marriages between Orthodox and Roman Catholic partners. 

While pointing out that the Orthodox Churches have never declared as 
invalid marriages blessed by the priests of the Roman Catholic Church the 
Standing Committee is happy to learn that the Roman Catholic Church has now 
decided to revise its old policy in this matter. 

Nevertheless, the Standing Committee is of opinion that, in a so-called 
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'mixed marriage' as in any other, the issue is not entirely, or even primarily 
the technical validity of the act of marriage. The whole matter raises very 
serious questions regarding the future life of the Christian home to inaugurat 
whi.h the act of marriage takes pice. The Orthodox fhurch considers the 
relation between man and wife as a sacred and mystical union similar te the 
union of Christ and the Church. Hence the continued unity in sacramental * 
worship binding together the man, the wife, and their children, is at least 
as important as the validity of the act of marriage. 

Furthermore, someof the practical arrangements suggested in Cardinal 
Bea's letter such as registration of a "mixed-'marriage in both the Roman 
Catholic and the Orthodox Parishes, implying pastoral jurisdiction of priests 
of two separate churches over the same family, are likely to lead to future 
complications, not merely in relation to the Christian life; of the family, 
but also in its relation to the laws of some States. 

Therefore, the Standing Committee is of opinion th«t before the Orthodox 
Church cam make any new declaration in this matter, there has to be further 
y nd clarification of issues. The otanding Committee's recommendation, 
therefore, isthat a joint commission of Roman Catholic and Orthodox theologiam 
and jurists should be set up for further joint study and exploration of the 
various issues affecting marriages between Orthodox and Roman Catholic partner 


On the C hristian Presence in the Middle East 
The Standing Committee considered seriously the life and the responsibili¬ 
ties of our respective churches in the Middle East. It expressed its deep 
conc*rn ior a more effective Christian presence in the area and requests our 
churches to take appropriate initiatives in this matter. 


^ On r.elc cions ith Other Churches 

In view of the recent developments, it was resolved that a consultation 
be organized for tie theologians and the scholars of our churches to study 
the nature of such an official conversation with the Chalcedonian Orthodox 
Churches and the tm*» it involved. It was advised that it be organized 
m a year's time before the next Standing Committee meeting and the partici- 
apation of experts be assured. The lask of convening this consultation was 
assigned to a committee consisting of the Chairman of the Standing Committee, 
the Rev. Dr. V.C. Samuel and the General Secretary. 
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11♦ N Qm ^n£tion of a Representative to the Faith and Order Commission 

In response to the kind invitation of the Faith and Order Commission of the 
World Council of Churches, His Grace Anba Gregorius of Cairo was elected to 
represent the Standing Committee on it* 

12. Reorganization of the General Secretariat 

The General Secretary in his report pointed out the urgent need of reorgani¬ 
zing the General Secretariat* Furthermore, he revealed that due to personal 
reasons, he wascoapelled to submit his resignation as General Secretary as from 
June 1969 at the latest* It was resolved that the Chairman, together with the 
Standing Committee members residing in Addis Ababa, be entrusted with the task 
of the reorganization of the General Secretariat, and the appointment of a 
successor to Ato Mikre Selassie if and when he resigns from his post* 


13# B udget for the year July 1968 to June 1969 * 

A# Expenses of the General Secretariat at Addis Ababa: 1968- f 69 


Description 

1* Part-time General Secretary 
2. Assistant Secretary 
3* Copy-typist 
4. Office-boy 
5- One Guard 
6 * P.T.T. 

7. Stationery 
8 * Mimeographing 
9- Travelling 
10 , Maintenance of 

furniture and machines 
11 * Miscellaneous 
Total 


Per Month 

Per Year 

u.s.$. 80 

u.s.S. 960 

100 

1200 

60 

720 

36 

432 

20 

240 

— 

400 

— 

400 

— 

400 

— 

1100 

_ _ 

400 

_ 

348 

U.S.S. _ 226 __ 

U.S.$.6 i 600_, 


Annual expenses budget for the General Secretariat ammount to 

u«s« 6 , 600 , 


* 


1 
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B * allocat ion of Contributions to the Budget 

This should be met by the following contributions agreed to by the 
different member churches: 


Ethiopian Orthodox Church 

U.S.fl, 4000 

Coptic " n 

700 

Syrian " tt 

600 

Armenian (Cilicia) " 

630 

Indian Orthodox Church 

630 

Total 

u.s.$. 6j6oo_ 


C. Besides tlieir contributions to the Head Office of the General 
Secretariat in ^-ddis Ababa mentioned above, it was resolved that the Branch 
Offices should be responsible for various duties as follows and should obtaii 
the money required for the purpose from the respective churches. 

(a) Cario Office: 

1« Pastoral work in our churches 
2 . iionastic life in our churches 
3* Our present practice on Christian education 

(b) Beirut - Damascus Office: 

1. The history of our churches 

2 . ine liturgical life in our churches 

(c) Kottayam Office: 

1 • editing and publication of study materials 
2 . questions related to Christian year and calendar. 

(d) Ethiopian Orthodox Church: 

It was resolved that in addition to its contribution to the General 
Secretariat the athiopian Orthodox Church should be responsible for: 

(' 1 continuation of the Missionary Project already under way 
(2,; rganizing a seminar on missionary activities for our 
churches as soon as possible. 

Presentation of audited accounts 

It was resolved that the expenses the General Secretariat and the 
.cranch Offices ce presented to the S + anding Committee in the form of audited 
accounts. The Standing Committee members might audit the accounts. 


* 
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15 • Convening of the fifth meeting of the Standing Committee 

On behalf of the Syrian OrthodoK Church of India, a kind invitation was 
-4irtexided by His Grace Bishop Theophilos to convene the next meeting of the 
Standing Committee in Kottayam (India) in May 1969* The Standing Committee 
expressed its thanks and gratitude for this kind invitation, but considering 
the heavy travel expenses involved, it resolved to convene the next meeting in 
the first week of July 1969 in Cairo, subject to an official invitation from 
the Coptic Church. 

1 6 # Other Recommendation 

Appointment of study groups in the Churches 

It was suggested that the member churches appoint committees or organize 
seminars to study such vital issues as proselytism and pastoral care affecting 
the life of the members of the Churches. 

17# Resolution of Thanks to His Holiness Moran Mar Ignatius Yacob III 

and the Syrian Orthodox Church 

The members of the Standing Committee of the Conference of Oriental 

Orthodox Churches, at the conclusion of the fourth meeting in June 1968 at 

# 

the Syrian Patriarchate, Damascus, wish to place on record their very sincere 
gratitude to His Holiness Moran Mar Ignatius Yacob III, Patriarch of Antioch 
a nd All the East, for the generous hospitality they received from His Holiness 
and the Syrian Orthodox Church in Damascus. The members were very happy with 
all the arrangements made for their comfort and especially enjoyed the visit 
to the Church of Our Lady of the Girdle and the Orphanage in Homs. We thank 
His Holiness as also all the bishops, the Dayaroyos, the organizing committee 
and the staff of the Patriarchate who gave generously of their time, energy 
and other resources to make the fourth Standing Committee meeting a success. 

We will long remember the happy days spent in Damascus. We raise our grateful 
thanks to Almighty God and commend the Syrian Orthodox Church to God ? s richest 
blessings* 


* 


THE END 












